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foreman in one of the printing-offices to which he had taken his novels. Unfortunately a printing-licence cost 15,000 francs in the time of Charies X.; and when this had been paid, Barbier had received a bonus of 12,000 francs, and 15,000 francs had been spent on the necessary materials, there remained very little capital with which to meet the current expenses of the undertaking. Nevertheless, the young partners started full of hope, having bought from Laurent for 30,000 francs the premises at No, 7, Rue des Marais Saint-Germain, now the Rue Visconti, a street so narrow that two vehicles cannot pass in it. A wooden staircase with an iron handrail led from a dark passage to the large barrack-like hall they occupied : an abode which Balzac tried to beautify, possibly for Madame de Berny's visits, by hangings of blue calico.
There Balzac developed quickly.    He learnt the struggle of a business life, the duel between man and man, through which thousands pass without gaining anything except business  acuteness,  but which introduced the great psychologist to hundreds of  new  types, and showed to   his  keen, observant eyes man, not in society or domesticity, but in undress, fighting for life itself, or for all that makes life worth living.   In the Rue de Les-digui&res he had struggled with himself, striving in cold and hunger to gain the mastery of his art. Here he battled with others;   and since, except on paper, he never possessed business capacity, he